
Knapp has now been appointed professor of ophthal"
mology in his place.

It seems now that the gentlemen thus resigning are

in negotiation with the authorities of Cornell Univer-
sity, at Ilhaca, for the establishment of a medical de-
partment in New York. If the present plans should
be carried out, however, it will not be merely a post-
graduate school, but a regular medical college, requir-
ing an entrance examination and a three years' graded
course, with au examination at the end of each ; and
it is the design to secure such an endowment for the
new institution that the professors shall be indepen-
dent of the students' fees.

— Dr. G. B. Taylor, inspector of vaccination, has
reported to the Board of Health that 61,988 persons
were vaccinated by the officers of his bureau during
the year 1881. Of these 13,628 were in the public
schools, and 8,039 were inmates of public institutions.
In only 148 cases were there complaints of bad results
following vaccination, and in 58 it was found that the
trouble was caused by other diseases, while no deaths
at all resulted from vaccination. During the year
1342 cases of small-pox were reported, and there were

404 deaths from the disease. Of the entire number
of persons who suffered from small-pox 439 had never

been vaccinated, while of those who died 122 had
been vaccinated and 267 had not.

—

Dr. Frederick R. Sturgis, president of the
County Medical Society, has begun suit on behalf of
he Society against the United States Medical College
(eclectic) of New York to annul its charter, and to
recover fines for its illegal issuing of diplomas and
other abuses. The board of censors of the County
Society has been satisfied for a long time that this
college was engaged in fraudulent practices, and it has
now ascertained that the institution was illegally or-

ganized. A law of the State, passed in 1853, pro-
vides for the organization of medical colleges by the
Board of Regents of the State University, and re-

quires that there shall be a paid
-

up capital of
$50,000. The United States College, however, was

organized under a law of 1848 providing for the in-
corporation of manufacturing companies. It was

opened in 1878, and since then has graduated a large
number of students.

PHILADELPHIA.

—

An outbreak of trichinosis occurred a short time
ago in a German family keeping a hotel at Bridesburg
from eating infected ham. The mother is deadr the
father and two young children are very ill, and hopes
are scarcely entertained of their recovery, a third child,
and two of the neighbors, were less severely affected,
but are still very sick. The fatal ham was only about
half cooked, and a close inspection of its cut-surface,
even without a microscope, showed the presence of the
parasite in immense numbers. A section of muscular
tissue obtained from the lady who died revealed liv-
ing trichinae.

—

During the compounding of a prescription in
Frankford, one of the outskirts of the city, an explosion
occurred which severely burned the hands and face
of the proprietor of the store who was compounding

the medicine, and also seriously injured a by-stander.
The formula, which was intended to be used as a
mouth wash, called for an ounce each of tannic acid
and chlorate of potash. The druggist carefully pow-
dered them separately, but on mixing the tannin with
the chlorate the explosion occurred.

-—-An interesting surgical operation was performed
recently by Dr. William A. Forbes, Demonstrator of
Anatomy at Jefferson College. An eminent pianist
of this city had an increasing difficulty in flexing the
ring finger in performing. Dr. Forbes suggested the
dividing of the tendinous slip which runs on each side to
the little finger and to the third finger, from the ten-
don of common extensor running to the ring finger.
This operation was performed subcutaueously, and a

rapid cure resulted. The patient expresses great de-
light at the unusual freedom of motion given to the
affected finger, and he is now able to use it with ease
and comfort in his brilliant performances on the
piano.

ST. LOUIS.

—

A College for the Instruction of Medical Prac-
titioners has been inaugurated in St. Louis, with the
avowed object of teaching the special branches of
medicine and surgery. There will be twelve depart-
ments, so arranged that special courses may be taken
with as little loss of time as possible. Full particu-
lars with regard to the time that special courses may
be taken, the kind of clinics, the terms, etc., will soon

be ready.

Miscellany.
EXHIBIT OF SURGICAL APPLIANCES AT NEXT

MEETING OF MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SO-
CIETY.
An exhibit of surgical appliances will be held at

Horticultural Hall at the time of the annual meeting
of the Massachusetts Medical Society. No sale of
articles or advertisement of such sale will be permitted.

Any member of the Society having articles of proved
value which he may be ready to loan, will oblige the
committee by communicating with them before May
30th. The committee consists of A. T. Cabot, M. D.,
11 Park Square, and E. H. Bradford, M. D., 150
Boylston Street.

UNUSUAL RESULTS OF VACCINATION.

Mr. Editor, — I have noticed in several numbers
of your Journal recently reports of eruptions simu-
lating variola or varioloid following vaccination, and
having had in my practice this winter two such cases,
thought possibly they might be of interest.

I made during December, 1881, and January and
February, 1882, one hundred and thirty vaccinations,
of which I have a record, and in that number two pre-
sented the symptoms spoken of in the reports referred
to above. One was a married woman, about forty
years, who told me when I vaccinated her that she
was subject to attacks of erysipelas, which I supposed
to be some other cutaneous eruption, as nearly all such
are called erysipelas among the ignorant here, a notion
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encouraged by many irregular practitioners and travel-
ing quacks, into whose hands such people frequentlyfafl.

This case was vaccinated with a point of animal
vaccine from Codman and Shurtleff, of Boston. The
eruption appeared within twenty-four hours after the
arm began to show any considerable inflammation, and
covered the whole body so thickly that the point of a

pencil could hardly be put down on normal skin. It
took the shape of a small vesicle, never passing into
the pustular form ; these dried up in a few days, leav-
ing dark-colored crusts, which separated in a week or
ten days, leaving a slight dusky hue to the skin, which
lasted several weeks.

The other case was in a boy, about twelve years old,
and was similar in nature to the first, except that he
had probably taken a slight cold, as he exposed him-
self hunting rabbits in the snow. This case was vac-
cinated with a point obtained from Cleveland, Ohio.
Both cases exhibited some little constitutional disturb-
ance, though not more than is frequently seen in a

good vaccination. There was some general malaise,
and some headache, but no pain in the back of conse-

quence, and only slight fever.
I vaccinated five others in the same family with the

first case, but not the woman's children, with points from
the same package, without any eruption ; and in the
second, two others, brothers of the boy, also with points
from same package, with no eruption. All these vacci-
nations took naturally and well. I have had several
cases where there was an eruption of several small
vesicles, over the inflamed areola of the arm, some
distance from the points where the virus was inserted,
but only these two where it affected the whole body.
I have kept a record of all my vaccinations for several
years, and have about two hundred on my list, in
which I have noted the kind of virus used, whether
animal or humanized, whether vaccination was pri-
mary or secondary, and whether successful or failure.
One case I will detail, as it illustrated remarkably the
protective influence of vaccination.

Some years ago I was called, one Friday, to see a

patient at a boarding-house. I found a case of small-
pox, the eruption already partially umbilicated. On
Saturday he was removed to a tent, his room-mate
going with him as nurse, and on Sunday morning I
vaccinated the nurse, who, about the last of the week,
had complained of backache and pain in the head, but
by the next day his vaccination inflamed, and went
through the regular course of vaccine disease, and he
had no further signs of small-pox, though he stayed
two weeks longer nursing the patient, a bad case of
confluent small-pox, until he died, and assisted in bury-
ing him. Yours very truly,

James L. Quinn, M. D.
Eaton, Ohio, April, 1882.

- -

PHYSICAL EDUCATION OF GIRLS.
It is very satisfactory to note that, in the course of

the progress of the movement for the higher education
of girls, a wise attention is being directed, in influen-
tial quarters, to their physical education. At a recent
school congress, Miss Müller, a member of the London
School Board, directed attention, in happy and ener-

getic language, to the still prevalent neglect of physical
exercises in our girls' schools. "It generally happens,"
she said, " that, if we walk into a playground, the boys

during their playtime are in full swing ; one or two of
the masters are half joining in and half directing the
fun ; there is scrambling, and laughing, and running,
and shouting, and no thought of anything but play.
All this is very good for the lungs and the muscles,
and makes the blood circulate freely. But in the girls'.
playground we see groups of feeble, languid girls dawd-
ling about. Sometimes the swings are locked up
during play-hours, because the teacher considers it
' unladylike ' for girls to swing. . . . The elastic move-
ments of a graceful woman, the buoyancy of her step,
and the dignity of her bearing, are the result, not of
lessons on deportment, but of much free and unchecked
activity in youth. The girl who can ride and skate
and walk is the one who forms and retains a graceful
figure, not the one whose only idea of locomotion is to
walk with self-conscious stiffness for a quarter of a mile
along a paved street." We are glad to see that, in the
first number of the Girton Magazine, just issued, great
stress is laid upon the value of the tennis-court as part
of the collegiate system in the education of girls, and
on the cultivation generally of physical exercises,
which are, it appears, vigorously and vivaciously pur-
sued at Girton. At the recent exhibition of hygienic
dress held in London, under the auspices of the Na-
tional Health Society, which attracted crowds of fash-
ionable ladies, one of the most useful stalls was con-
tributed from Girton, and the Girton corset was

especially noticeable as a well-devised tribute to the
laws of physiology applied to dress. M. Bert lately
said shrewdly, " When you educate a boy, you perhaps
educate a man ; when you educate a girl, you are lay-
ing the foundation for the education of a family." This
is as true physically as it is morally and mentally, and
too much stress cannot be laid upon the importance of
physical education and recreation in girls' schools.

—British Medical Journal.

THREE CASES OF POISONING BY STRAMO-
NIUM.

Cases of poisoning by stramonium are by no means

common, but, apart from this fact, it is interesting to
trace the accident by which these persons were poi-
soned with it. On March 19th I was summoned to
a house where three members of a family (mother,
daughter, and granddaughter), who had been quite
well up to the time of having dinner, were soon after-
wards seized with symptoms of poisoning, apparently
by belladonna. I found on inquiry that they had had
for dinner broth, with dried herbs in it, and also some
beef, with turnips, carrots, and potatoes. In about ten
minutes after taking the broth, and before rising from
the table, they began to feel uncomfortable symptoms,
these differing in each case. The mother felt her head
first affected, the daughter her throat, and the child
her stomach, causing nausea and vomiting. These
symptoms supervened much more quickly than is usu-

ally experienced in poisoning by belladonna. As they
had eaten nothing else for dinner besides what I have
mentioned, it seemed hard to understand how they had
been poisoned. I, however, obtained the remainder of
the dried herbs, but there were only a few small pieces
left. On adding boiling water, in order to make an
infusion of them, the leaves expanded, and I found
two unmistakable portions of the leaf of the datura
stramonium, also two of the characteristic buds of the
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plant and the corolla of a flower. On filtering the
solution I applied a few drops to my eye, and it rap-
idly and fully dilated the pupil, causing indistinctness
of vision and loss of accommodative power, which lasted
for forty-eight hours. A stramonium plant most prob-
ably had been growing amongst the herbs, and was

unwittingly picked and dried with the rest. The fol-
lowing is a short record of the cases : Mrs. A., aged
seventy, was quite unconscious when first seen, four
hours after dinner; her pupils were widely dilated and
insensible to light. Her lips were swollen and the
lower one was of a purplish hue. She was quite un-

able to swallow. Her pulse was 90, soft, and com-

pressible. There was complete loss of power in her
lower extremities, accompanied by subsultus tendinum,
but she was busy with her hands pecking at imaginary
objects. She also had several convulsions. My stom-
ach-pump, unfortunately, being out of order, I gave
her a subcutaneous injection of one sixth of a grain of
pilocarpine, followed by a similar one in a quarter of
an hour. This produced free vomiting and perspira-
tion. She then began to rally, and I left her after
giving her a fourth of a grain of morphia in pill. She
had a fair night, but was very giddy and weak next
day, and unable to get up. Susan A., a daughter of
the above, was in a less serious condition, being in a
state of mirthful and busy delirium, and very restless.
Her pupils were widely dilated, and her cheeks flushed.
She was able to take an emetic, and her bowels had
been very freely moved, four times since dinner. She
complained much of her throat, also of headache and
vertigo. Her first sensations of discomfort, she after-
wards told me, were referable to her throat. She
gradually improved, but her throat and the mucous
membrane of her mouth were sore for several days
after. The granddaughter, a child four and a half
years old, appearing poorly and vomiting after dinner,
was taken home, nearly a mile off", to which she walked,
though wandering more or less in her mind. She
then came under the care of another medical man,
who found her very restless and suffering from illu-
sions. She was able to swallow an emetic, which
caused renewed vomiting, and she was then treated
with small doses of opium, under which she gradually
became quieter, and was nearly well on the following
day. Morphia, physostigma, and pilocarpine are all
physiological antidotes to belladonna and its allies, but
if pilocarpine can be depended upon to cause free vom-

iting (physiologically) as in the above case, its value
would be enhanced in such cases of poisoning.

—

H.
Coupland Taylor, M. B., in British Medical Jour-
nal of April 15 th.

NOTE ON A CASE OF PSEUDO-HYPERTROPHIC
PARALYSIS (?) : RECOVERY.

Dr. H. Donkin, Senior Assistant Physician, West-
minster Hospital, relates in the British Medical Jour-
nal the following interesting case :

—On the 19th of November last (1881), I saw a boy
six years old among my out-patients at Westminster
Hospital, whose mother stated that he had been " slow
and inactive " for about five or six weeks previously, aud
that she had noticed that his calves and buttocks seemed
larger than before. These facts were given spontane-
ously, not elicited by questions.

The boy stood with his legs wide apart, straddled

and swung from side to side as he slowly walked, fell
down on attempting to walk quickly, aud was unable
to raise himself from the sitting posture without press-
ing on one of his knees, and previously turning round
and sitting on all fours. There was protrusion of the
abdomen, and a noteworthy degree of lordosis. On
stripping him, it was obvious to me, and the students
who were present that his calves and buttocks were re-

markably large for a boy of his size. The skin, espe-
cially over the lower part of the body, was markedly
mottled ; and, after repeated trials, I failed to elicit the
knee-jerk, except perhaps very slightly iu the left leg.
Knowing, however, how erroneous it often is to attach
any value to the absence of this latter phenomenon in
children, and the general want of knowledge about the
importance of this symptom at all, I mention it only
because, on the recovery of the boy, which is the ex-
cuse for this record, the knee-jerk was elicited in both
legs with as much ease as could be expected in the
case of a rather excitable child. There was not any
obvious enlargement of the muscles of the upper ex-

tremity. But I was able on that day to make but an

imperfect examination, and unfortunately postponed
both the measurement of the girth of his calves and all
further methods of inquiry. Owing to an unavoidable
absence, I did not see the case again till January 7th,
more than six weeks after the first visit. Then, to my
surprise, beyond some waddling in walking, I noticed no

symptoms of loss of power. The boy could run with
ease, and raise himself f'rom the ground in the ordinary
manner, even without placing his hands on the floor.
The calves still appeared to me to be somewhat large ;
but the mother, again spontaneously, observed that
both the calves and buttocks had " got quite small
again." There was no mottling of skin. On the 14th,
I saw him again. He still waddled slightly in walking ;
and I again failed, as I had also on the 7th, to produce
any knee-jerk after careful trial. The mother believed
the child to be now quite well. On the 21st, I could
detect nothing abnormal about the child or his move-
ments, with the exception of the knee-jerk symptom.
I saw him again on February 10th, when I did not ex-
amine him ; and for the last time on March 11th, when
I found the appearance of the body normal ; the gait
in no way altered ; running performed with perfect
ease ; and the knee-jerk produced with tolerable read-
iness.

The treatment I ordered from the first was complete
rest ; the boy having previously been exercised by the
mother, believing, as she did, that he was careless.
For medicine, as he looked somewhat weakly and pale,
although quite cheerful, I gave him our mixture of iron
and nux vómica. This he discontinued taking on Feb-
ruary 10th.

I am well aware that this is but an imperfect report
of the case, and that the diagnosis may be opeu to
question. Still there is enough to show that we mayhave to look out at least for a set of symptoms simu-
lating the disease about which so much has been writ-
ten and so little is known. And there would seem to
be no reason in nature why there should not be some

temporary affection of the nerve-centres (even if this
disease be regarded as connected with changes in the
cord) giving rise to transient symptoms, just as we
have the same possibility hinted to us in the occur-
rence of other forms of recovering paralysis.

The author disclaims any probable connection be-
tween the drug treatment and the result.
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